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SOUTH HOLLAND SD150
Exceeding the Limits!

WHAT'S INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

Welcome Back!
Registration 2022-23

CONSTRUCTING THE NEW YEAR
Excitement is in the air as the third phase of construction at McKinley
Junior High and Elementary nears completion. As the first day of school
approaches, administrators, staff and school board members are looking
forward to welcoming students and community members into the
renovated spaces.
When arriving at McKinley Junior High and Elementary, students and
community members will be greeted by office staff in the redesigned Main
Office where safety and functionality were top priorities. Important school
announcements, and student and staff accolades, will be shared on large
TV monitors throughout the first floor, and athletic and academic awards
will be showcased in the new display cases. All classrooms at McKinley
Junior High and Elementary have been updated into bright academic
spaces outfitted with updated flooring, cabinetry, and lighting.
The South Holland SD150 District Office has also been updated with a new
floor plan to maximize space and functionality for staff. The District Office
staff is looking forward to serving our students and community members
in the newly renovated office spaces.
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South Holland School District 150 Board of Education
2022 - 2023 Meeting Dates
Monday, July 18, 2022 - 5:00 p.m.
Monday, August 15, 2022 - 5:00 p.m.
Monday, September 19, 2022 - 6:00 p.m.
Monday, October 17, 2022 - 6:00 p.m.
Monday, November 21, 2022 - 6:00 p.m.
Monday, December 19, 2022 - 6:00 p.m.
Monday, January 23, 2023 - 6:00 p.m.
Monday, February 27, 2023 - 6:00 p.m.
Monday, March 20, 2023 - 6:00 p.m.
Monday, April 17, 2023 - 6:00 p.m.
Monday, May 15, 2023 - 6:00 p.m.
Monday, June 26, 2023 - 5:00 p.m.

The South Holland School District 150 Board of Education
welcomes our students back to another year of learning as they
continue to push toward exceeding the limits. We thank our
families and staff for your continued partnership and support of
District 150. We are honored to serve our students and families,
along with being a part of your child’s educational journey. We,
as your Board of Education, are reminded of the words of
Marian Wright Edelman:
“Education is for improving the lives of others and for leaving
your community and world better than you found it.”
Sherie Nunnally, School Board President

SOUTH HOLLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT 150
NEW AND RETURNING STUDENT REGISTRATION

Registration Days
August 9th
8:30AM - 11:00AM
11: 30AM- 12:30PM CLOSED
12:30PM - 3:30PM

*ATTENDANCE REQUIRED

August 10th

August 11th

12:30PM - 4:00PM
4:30PM- 5:30PM CLOSED
5:30PM - 7:30PM

12:30PM - 4:00PM
4:30PM- 5:30PM CLOSED
5:30PM - 7:30PM

Location: Greenwood Elementary
16800 Greenwood Ave.
South Holland IL, 60473

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL
MONDAY
AUGUST 29TH

Registration Check List
Complete ONLINE Registration in your Parent PowerSchool Portal
-Must bring in all documents to show proof of residency
-NEW Students must bring Birth Certificate & Immunization Records
-Bring, if necessary, Custodial/Guardianship Documents
-No Photocopies! Only original documents will be accepted.

Online Registration Opens July 24th - August
*See our website for more information www.sd150.org

FROM THE DESK OF THE SUPERINTENDENT
Dr. Michele Morris
Greetings South Holland School District 150

Please note, just as last year, parents who do not

Parents, Guardians, and Community Members,

consent for their child or children to participate in
SHIELD testing must complete an Opt Out form to

Welcome Back To School! As we prepare to enter

revoke consent. Furthermore, students who

the 2022-2023 school year, excitement is in the

participate in the COVID-19 SHIELD testing will

air! There is always much anticipation and

not have to quarantine as a result of contact

exhilaration for the start of the new school year

tracing, if they do not exhibit symptoms of

as children, parents, district staff members and

COVID-19 and have been vaccinated or if they do

our community members look forward to

not exhibit symptoms of COVID-19 and are

another year of learning and educational

participating in COVID-19 SHIELD testing.

growth. A new school year presents
opportunities for various beginnings – new

In addition, numerous mitigation strategies will

classes, new friends, new lessons and new

also continue to be implemented throughout the

experiences.

2022-2023 school year. Please refer to the district
website to view the COVID-19 mitigation

As illustrated on the first page of this newsletter,

strategies and the 2022-2023 Reopening Plan.

the final phase of the McKinley Schools project
will be complete as we begin this new school

We should all be proud of the numerous

year, and we are thrilled about all the beautiful

achievements in South Holland School District

teaching and learning spaces that have been

150. The success of our students and our district

created for our children. It is our hope that the

is due to our dedicated teachers and supporting

students in the McKinley Schools will benefit

staff members who put children first. Certainly,

greatly from classrooms that are brand new and

their hard work and efforts will benefit our

aesthetically pleasing.

students throughout the 2022-2023 school year!
As always, please feel free to contact me at (708)

In addition to providing a state-of-the-art

339-4240 or at mmorris@sd150.org to express

learning environment for all of our students

concerns or share ideas. I look forward to hearing

within the district, we will also continue our

from you!

quest to keep students and staff members safe
in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Best wishes to each of you for a wonderful school

Throughout the 2022-2023 school year, we will

year!

continue to adhere to updated CDC Guidance
and IDPH Health and Safety Requirements.

"The success of our students

Mitigation strategies such as SHIELD saliva

and our district is due to our

testing for our students will continue to be
implemented.

dedicated teachers and
supporting staff members
who put children first."

OFFICE OF CURRICULUM AND GRANTS
Ms. Tiffany Webb, Assistant Superintendent
Welcome parents and community members of School District 150. I am happy to welcome you back for
the 2022-2023 school year, and for the new families, we are excited to have you join our SD150
community. We look forward to a partnership with you as we prepare for a productive school year filled
with educational supports to meet the needs of our students. We have superb staff members
throughout our district who will engage your child(ren) to build on their literacy and enhance their social
skills.
There are three elements in student engagement. One is academic engagement where students dive
deep into learning activities. The second is intellectual engagement where students develop their
curiosity and interest in learning. The third element is social-emotional where the students develop
their communication skills and relationships with others. We look forward to engaging students in a way
that will strengthen them academically, intellectually and socially. We also look forward to you
partnering with us in student engagement.
The following are strategies which parents can use to help:
Encourage your child to complete their homework assignments in a timely manner.
Ensure prompt attendance and a healthy breakfast for your child(ren).
Read and respond (when applicable) to communication by the district and/or schools.
Promote respect for self, peers and staff with your child(ren).
Participate in scheduled Parent/Teacher Conferences.
Provide staff with feedback and ideas to enhance our teaching and learning environment.
Parents, we thank you for your continued support, active participation and flexibility as we strive to
provide an engaging and successful school year for our students.

OFFICE OF SPECIALIZED SERVICES
Mrs. Becky Cortesi-Caruso, Director of Specialzed Services
It is with great pleasure that I serve the families and students of South Holland School District 150.
My name is Becky Cortesi-Caruso, and I am the new Director of Specialized Services. I have been
employed in public education for twenty-three years as a former school social worker and current
district administrator.
Throughout my career, I have been fortunate to work with all stakeholders to ensure that our
students were successful learners within specialized programming. My greatest joy as a school
administrator is being able to watch students grow in the areas of academics, social-emotional and
adaptive behavior functioning. My ultimate vision for the students is to prepare them to be life-long
learners.
I look forward to the 2022-2023 school year and the family and community partnerships that I will be
developing as the year begins. In addition, I am eager to serve the district and the wonderful
students that make up the school community!

TECHNOLOGY DEPARTMENT
Ms. Myra Lolkema, Director of Technology

SCHOOL MESSENGER COMMUNICATE
Every parent has different communication preferences. South Holland SD150 has adopted the School
Messenger Communicate platform enabling us to reach parents in the way they want to receive messages.
School Messenger Communicate seamlessly integrates with PowerSchool and allows parents and
community to receive important information via phone, email, or SMS text messaging. Prior to the first day
of school, all families will receive information from South Holland SD150 via SMS text messaging. It is
important for all families to reply with "Y" to opt-in to receiving text messages from South Holland SD150.
This ensures families will receive important communication throughout the school year.

BITS AND BYTES
It has been an exciting summer break for the
Technology Department and we are working
hard to roll out new technology for our
students and staff. The 1:1 program at South
Holland SD150 is entering its 5th year and
undergoing a device refresh for grades PK-2.
Students in grades 3-8 will continue to utilize
Chromebooks in and out of the classroom
while using iPads for projects, coding, and
Makerspace activities. All students will
continue to develop their keyboarding skills
and will tackle grade level appropriate
computer skills.
Stay current with your student's academic
performance by viewing PowerSchool grades
on a weekly basis and check in on classroom
content by logging into your parent Canvas
account.
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1:1 REMINDERS
iPads and Chromebooks are to be brought
to school each day fully charged. The
average full charge of an iPad and
Chromebook battery is 10 hours.
iPads and Chromebooks should always be
in the protective case when carried.
Do not place your iPad or Chromebook
near food, liquids, or extreme heat.
Use a soft cloth to clean the screen on a
regular basis.
Students may not deface the asset tag,
serial number, or labels on the device.
If the iPad or Chromebook is broken,
students should alert their home room
teacher and arrange to bring the device to
the district Technology Department to be
sent out for repair.
All students are expected to follow the 1:1
Program Procedure and Guidelines and
District Acceptable Use Policy.

Back to school might mean back to the old routine, but it can also mean "HELLO!" to new daily habits that
improve our daily lives. As the first day of school comes into focus, it can be a great time to bring in new
technology habits and routines with your child(ren). Before the first day, sit down and create a Family
Media Agreement to set rules and expectations for device usage. As a parent, make sure you are practicing
balance and giving yourself time away from devices. Modeling this behavior for your kids can help them
strike their own balance on when to unplug and connect with those around them.
Looking for some quick tips? Common Sense Media has resources for parents including these tips below:
Charge devices in the kitchen or other main area within
the home.
No devices during meals.
Turn off electronics at a specific time each night.
Utilize a monitoring app or service.

Set time limits on how long kids can engage with technology.
Turn cellphones off before bed.
Charge devices in a common space and out of bedrooms.
Set aside time to be “unplugged” for a family game night,
movie, or activity.

MCKINLEY ELEMENTARY & JUNIOR HIGH
Dr. Jerome Ferrell, Associate Superintendent & McKinley Schools Principal
Dear Parents and Guardians,

As this school year begins, please remember
the need for us to work together and support

Last year’s eighth grade graduation

each other through these continued

ceremony brought tears of joy and relief as

unprecedented times. Remind students that

our school made it through an entire year

although masks are optional, they are highly

for the first time since the 2019-2020 school

recommended. Our goal is to continuously

year without having to experience a full or

make this the best learning and teaching

partial year of remote learning. All parents

environment possible for all of our students

and staff watched proudly as our students

and staff.

walked across the stage receiving their
diplomas and representing our school and

When you get an opportunity to enter the

families well. Kudos to our amazing staff

doors of McKinley School this year, you’ll

and families who worked tirelessly together

notice remodeling and an ‘extreme

to see this class experience a turning point

makeover’ to the sixth-grade wing, offices,

for our students and community by making

band room and computer labs. These

it through the entire year despite the ills of

additions make learning that much more

the pandemic.

enjoyable. I love our school community, and

I AM THANKFUL FOR OUR
STAFF'S ABILITY TO BRING
SOME OF THE MCKINLEY
TRADITIONAL EVENTS BACK,
AND THAT WE CAN ENGAGE
WITH EACH OTHER EVEN MORE
THIS YEAR.

I'm proud to say that the McKinley staff is
looking forward to working with all McKinley
families to make this school year safe and
enriching for our students.
Together We Win (TWW)!

Now we’re looking forward to the first day
of school on Monday, August 29, 2022! Our
teachers and staff are gracefully preparing
their lessons and classrooms to welcome
students to return to in-person learning for
the second year in a row. The start of this
new school year elicits nervousness, but
also excitement for what we can do as a
community. I am thankful for our staff's
ability to bring some of the McKinley
traditional events back, and that we can
engage with each other even more this
year.

Dr. Jerome Ferrell
Associate Superintendent &
McKinley Schools Principal

Ms. Ayanna Perkins
Assistant Principal

Mr. Joseph Ingram
Assistant Principal

McKinley Junior High
8th Grade Graduation
June 10, 2022

class
2022
of

GREENWOOD ELEMENTARY
Mrs. Carla Cunningham, Greenwood Elementary Principal

Welcome to the 2022-2023 school year! I am

Greenwood is indeed a joyous and caring learning

thrilled to welcome our students and staff back

community with common goals of nurturing

to school. It has been a busy summer at

responsible, caring students and promoting high-

Greenwood Elementary School for those

level learning. You play such an integral part in

students who attended our district-wide summer

your student’s educational journey. I ask that you

learning program. We hope that you were able to

take time to discuss the school day with your

relax and make special memories with your

student. Review homework with your student and

friends and families. Now, it is time to look

ensure that they get enough sleep and are

forward to a wonderful new school year!

prepared and on time to arrive at school the next

THE STAFF AND I ARE LOOKING
FORWARD TO SEEING ALL OF
OUR STUDENTS AND FAMILIES
ON AUGUST 29, 2022, FOR THE
FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL!

day. We want each student to come to school with
their minds and thoughts set for learning and be
ready for each new day at Greenwood, while
realizing that our game plan will always aim for
success.
I believe that you will agree that it takes a

Mrs. Patton and I sincerely hope the summer

collaborative effort from all stakeholders to

months have afforded you and your family some

ensure that students receive a quality education.

downtime and the opportunity to make lasting

“You are a Greenwood Grizzly, and teaming is

memories. The staff and I look forward to seeing

what we do.” While no one can predict what the

all our students and families on August 29, 2022,

future holds, rest assured that our school team,

for the first day of school! As life-long learners,

alongside you, as parents and caregivers, and our

Mrs. Patton and I feel very grateful to be

vested South Holland stakeholders are prepared

afforded to lead Greenwood Elementary. We

to come together to address any challenge while

strive to balance rigorous academics with a

remaining committed to making Greenwood

culture that encourages emotional safety by

School a fantastic place for students to learn and

providing a supportive environment where

grow. This is going to be an amazing year for

students can fulfill their academic and social

everyone!

potential. We will continue to place a strong
emphasis on social-emotional learning, while

With Grizzly Pride, Principal Cunningham

focusing on building classroom community.
Greenwood staff and I will make every effort to
help your child achieve academically and socially.
We need and welcome your support and
cooperation. You play a vital role in the academic

Mrs. Carla Cunningham

success of our students; therefore, school/parent

Greenwood Elementary Principal

communication is crucial. Feel free to always
reach out to your child’s teacher, our supportive
office, or Mrs. Patton or me with any questions.

Mrs. Antoinette Patton
Assistant Principal

BUSINESS OFFICE &
BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS
Welcome back!
To begin the year, we want to give you a little information from the Business Department and
Buildings and Grounds Office.
Food Services
To begin this year, I want to point out some good news about the food service program here at
South Holland School District 150. We, again, will be working with our food service provider, JustA-Dash to ensure kids are being properly fed while at school. We want to point out that last year,
we were accepted into the CEP program. This means that all students will get a free breakfast
and lunch! We are hoping for increased participation in this program next year, as numbers were
a little lower than we anticipated last year.
Renovation Projects
This summer has been spent finishing up the McKinley Junior High and Central Office
renovations. As we have navigated through these projects starting in 2019-2020, we have
completed the McKinley building to promote a more modern and friendly learning environment
for our students. Within these projects, we have also enhanced the security of the entry ways to
the McKinley Junior High entrance and the District Office entrance. Along with these
enhancements, the 6th grade wing will be completed for the start of the new school year,
finalizing the 4th-8th grade renovations and allowing students to learn in up-to-date learning
environments.
Before completing these projects, we decided to upgrade the air purification system in each
room of both McKinley and Greenwood. This past school year, we put a new air purification
system into place with grants funds, working with Midwest Mechanical. The air quality and safety
of staff and students is of utmost importance.
We will continue to look for ways to improve safety and cleanliness of all buildings, both inside
and out.

Mr. Daniel Panici, CSBO
Mr. Gerardo Lopez, Buildings and Grounds

Mr. Daniel Panici
CSBO

Mr. Gerardo Lopez
Buildings and Grounds

WELCOME TO SOUTH HOLLAND!
Please join us in welcoming all of our new hires to South
Holland SD150. We know everyone will bring a wealth of
knowledge and diverse experiences to our schools.

Mrs. Becky Cortesi-Caruso

Ms. Dorthaline Marshall

Director of Specialized Services

Human Resources/Food Service Coordinator

Mrs. Elaine King-Payne

Ms. Kyana Nunnally

McKinley Elementary, 4th/5th Grade MTSS

McKinley Junior High, 7th Grade Science

Ms. Arimis Collins

Ms. Alisa Swain

McKinley Junior High, Computer Tech

Administrative Assistant to Specialized Services

Ms. Annette Palmer

Ms. Taylor Blanchard

Greenwood Elementary, 3rd Grade

Administrative Assistant to McKinley Junior High

Ms. Jordin Cook

Mrs. Arlette Coleman

McKinley Elementary, PE

Administrative Assistant to McKinley Elementary

Ms. Joy Krygsheld

Mr. Milan Walker

McKinley Junior High, 6th Grade Math

Greenwood Social Worker Intern

Ms. Rebecca Gannuscio

Ms. Maria Castillo

Greenwood Elem, Instructional Media Center

Mr. Bobby Gill

Mrs. Janna Lee-White
Data Tech Specialist

Mr. Salud Avila
Mrs. Consuelo Piloni
Custodial Staff

Interested in joining the South Holland SD150 team?
Positions Open NOW!

South Holland SD150
848 E. 170th Street
South Holland, IL 60473

SD150 Fall Semester Calendar
August 15th - Board of Education Meeting
August 29th - First Day of School
September 5th - Labor Day (No School)
September 9th - School Improvement Day (Early Release)
September 19th - Board of Education Meeting
October 7th - School Improvement Day (Early Release)
October 10th - Columbus Day (No School)
October 17th - Board of Education Meeting
November 8th - Election Day (No School)
November 9th - School Improvement Day (Early release)
November 10th - Parent Teacher Conferences (No Students)
November 11th - Veteran's Day No School
November 21st - Board of Education Meeting
November 23rd - 25th - Thanksgiving (No School)
December 9th - School Improvement Day (Early Release)
December 19th - Board of Education Meeting
December 23rd - School Improvement Day (Early Release)
December 24th - January 6th - Winter Break

